[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.wmf]
[image: image3.wmf]
[image: image4.wmf]
[image: image5.jpg]









AGENDA





Europe Day 


( 9 May


� HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/abc/symbols/9-may/index_en.htm" ��http://europa.eu.int/abc/symbols/9-may/index_en.htm�





eLearning conference 2006


( 4-5 July 2006 (Espoo, Finland) Open registration until May 10th, selection based on registration form.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.elearning2006.fi/" ��http://www.elearning2006.fi/�





European Day of Languages ( 26 September


http://www.ecml.at/edl/





�
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This is the 7th newsletter of the Elos pilot project. This year is the European year of Worker’s Mobility. In this newsletter we will tell you more about this. You can also read about the recent Elos contact seminar, Europe Day, and the upcoming Head Teacher Conference in Rome.


We hope that this newsletter will provide you with useful and interesting information!





Elos Contact seminar-Maastricht (March 23-26)





The seminar aimed at establishing contacts between European schools. Representatives of 65 schools from 15 countries participated in the seminar. The following projects were set up by these schools: “Identity and diversity in Europe”, “Linking European Citizens”, “EU-nergy”, “Media links in Europe”, “Identity and European Teenage Culture”, “Searching for European Roots”, “Development of Abilities and Skills for European Citizens in Schools”, “Sustainable Respect” and “Imagine: Europe is closing in…”.


The friendly atmosphere and enthusiasm of the participants turned the seminar into a great success! You can find a more elaborate report on our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.europelearning.info" ��http://www.europelearning.info� under ‘news’.








          �


European Quotes 





Austrian State Secretary Hans Winkler during the presentation of ‘Café d’Europe’ (see page 2: ‘New on the www’), an initiative to stimulate open discussions among all Europeans:  “The best way to nurture a feeling for and interest in Europe is to discover its sensuous and cultural diversity for yourself”. � HYPERLINK "http://www.eu2006.at/en/News/Press_Releases/April/2604winkler.html" ��http://www.eu2006.at/en/News/Press_Releases/April/2604winkler.html� 


 


Former German minister of Foreign Affairs Joschka Fischer:


“If a visitor from Mars came to planet earth and wouldn't get anything else to know about Europe other than the EU household, he would believe that Europe was a pre-modern continent where nothing was more important than agriculture.” 


http://www.brainyquote.com/
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Europe Day





On the 9th of May, we will celebrate the 56th Europe Day. This is a good opportunity for schools to pay attention to Europe and all its aspects.


More information about the background and celebration of Europe Day you can find on � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/abc/symbols/9-may/euday_en.htm" ��http://europa.eu.int/abc/symbols/9-may/euday_en.htm�. 


The European Platform for Dutch Education has made a booklet for schools that want to involve their students in a ‘European activity’, such as a game or assignment. The booklet, ‘Time for Europe’ can be downloaded at � HYPERLINK "http://www.europelearning.info" ��http://www.europelearning.info�, under ‘materials’.








What’s new on the Elos website?





Besides the ‘Time for Europe’-booklet, you can also find ‘Get to know you-rope’, an email lesson series which helps pupils to get to know each other as European citizens.


Also available on this site is the Draft Manual for Elos schools, which supplies guidelines for schools that wish to participate in Elos.


See: � HYPERLINK "http://www.europelearning.info" ��http://www.europelearning.info�, under ‘materials’.
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2006: The European Year of Worker’s Mobility


	


The theme aims to raise awareness and increase understanding of the benefits of both working abroad and in a new occupation.


It also involves the launch of the new EURES portal which enables citizens to have direct access to a wide range of EU job vacancies advertised by public employment services. This is an ideal way to develop new skills and knowledge in an EU labour market charac-terized by high unem-ployment. 


For more information on this subject and related upcoming events, look on � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/workersmobility2006/index_en.htm" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/workersmobility2006/index_en.htm�. 











Head Teacher Conference,


Rome


	From November 5 to 7 2006, a conference for Head Teachers of Elos schools (and other schools involved in European affairs) will take place in Rome, following the ESHA-conference (European School Heads Association). The aim of the conference is to discuss the results of Elos so far and the effects of its implementation on school organisation and policy. Head teachers can register at � HYPERLINK "http://www.europelearning.info" ��http://www.europelearning.info�, see ‘register for events’.


 


	











Experiencing Elos





Part of the interview with Rafa Sanchez Muxika, English teacher at IES Urola Ikastola Azkoitia-Azpeitia BHI, Basque Country.





What will Elos mean for your school in the near future?


I think that the involvement in Elos should bring about a revolution in the teaching-learning criteria of all  departments. The first step should necessarily be the adoption of an agreed policy based on the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages and the implementation of the Portfolio system.





Should learning about Europe be a subject of its own or horizontally integrated in other subjects?


That depends on the size, resources and particular characteristics of each school. Multilingualism and IT skills will be essential aspects of the Elos approach. Nevertheless, this must be integrated in a new curriculum design and assessed and officially certified so that teachers, students and parents know the ground they’re standing on.





Is there something you would like to improve regarding teaching about Europe and the EU?


Yes. I think the idea of Europe should be based on the natural communities and nations of the continent rather than that of the states. Europe should overpass the present state boundaries both physically and mentally. Let’s teach our school subjects in that open-minded perspective. 





Europe in 5 words:


Diversity, Solidarity, Rights, Welfare, Culture.




















Participation in Elos activities





	If your school was unable to be present at the contact seminar of past March, but you are however interested in joining a project related to Elos, please send us a ‘partner search form’ (downloadable from � HYPERLINK "http://www.europelearning.info" ��www.europelearning.info�, under ‘join the network’). We will be glad to help you find suitable partner schools.


	





● On http://decide4europe.eun.org/, pupils can learn how the decision-making process in the EU works. It is a good way to see in what ways the decisions made by the European institutions effect our daily lives. This interactive website will help you do this activity with one class, but you can also involve classes from three different countries or (partner) schools.


● Café D’Europe is an initiative taken to give Europeans the chance to participate in discussions, ask questions and share ideas concerning the European Union. This will take place in 27 coffeehouses in 27 European capitals.  For more information, look on � HYPERLINK "http://www.cafeeurope.at/" ��http://www.cafeeurope.at/�.  To find the nearest Café D’Europe near you, see http://www.cafeeurope.at/downloads/cde_cafes.pdf.
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 New on the WWW











�





INFO





Elos website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.europelearning.info" ��www.europelearning.info�
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