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THE 2nd INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE HANNOVER 2006
Get-in! = Gender, EThnicity - INtegration through international school projects
Background

In migrant societies, it seems that ethnic minority girls seldom take part in international educational projects, while this is seen as an important contributor to the development of European citizenship and high–quality education.

Furthermore, schools with a high percentage of students of ethnic backgrounds seem to participate substantially less in international school exchange programmes, often because of perceived problems with student populations.

This situation cannot be changed without European co-operation, which includes having or finding partners schools with a comparable student population.

Aims

The Get–in network is bringing schools, teachers and students together to increase participation rates of minority ethnic students, especially young women, in European projects and to raise the profile of issues relating to cultural diversity and equality in such projects.

Conference

We had a very successful first international conference in Leicester (UK) last June (2005). 

Schools from France, Germany, Hungary, the Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden, Turkey and the UK took part and planned the setting up of 5 Comenius 1 projects (now established). One teacher reported it was “a unique and useful opportunity” and another that “it has renewed my way of teaching and made me proud to be European”.
We now invite interested schools to send a teacher to the second Get-in! conference in Hanover (Germany) 28th September to 1st October. We can accommodate 6 teachers (I per school) per country and places will be allocated on a ‘first come first served’ basis.
These schools should , preferably, be lower secondary education (covering students from 12 till 169, have ethnic minority students and want to start new Comenius 1 projects with schools in the other European countries.

Objectives of Get-in!
1. Provide information, assistance and training

2. Empower young people
3. Inform experts and policymakers

Outcomes of the conference
Taking part in a Comenius 1 project can bring real benefits to a school. The international contacts help pupils to build up an idea of the kind of Europe and world we all live in and allow them play a full part in modern society. 

Teachers who attend the meeting will have the opportunity:

· to get in contact with potential partners for Comenius 1 projects

· to plan these projects

· to learn from the projects set up as a result of the conference in Leicester 
· to explore pedagogical issues to do with cultural diversity and equality

· to look at language teaching and the European Language Portfolio

· to facilitate ICT links

· to meet experts and specialists (e.g. NGOs)

For further information please see www.get-in.info  
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